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425%
increase
in codes

ICD-9 ICD-10

Diagnostic codes will rise from 

13,000 to more than 68,000 – 

a nearly 425% increase.
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1. http://www.aapc.com/icd-10/conversion-mapping.aspx
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Complexity of the codes will 

also increase. ICD-9 codes 

are largely numeric and  
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ICD codes are alphanumeric 

and contains three to  

RDUDM�CHFHSR



3DBGMNKNFX�2NKTSHNMR�ENQ�("#���
.E�BNTQRD��L@MT@KKX�RD@QBGHMF�ENQ�BNCDR�HR�@M�@QBG@HB�@OOQN@BG�@MC�SGDQD�@QD�LXQH@C�
RNKTSHNMR��HMBKTCHMF�SDBGMNKNFX�CQHUDM�@OOQN@BGDR��SN�GDKO�D@RD�SGD�ATQCDM�8DS��DUDM�
VHSG�SGDRD�@HCR��XNT�BNTKC�RSHKK�jMC�XNTQRDKE�HM�@M�("#����BNMTMCQTL��DRODBH@KKX�VGDM�
HS�BNLDR�SN�DEjBHDMBX�@MC�@BBTQ@BX�HM�BNCHMF�

� ,NRS�SDBGMNKNFX�NEEDQHMFR�ENQ�("#����HMUNKUD�BNCD�KNNJ� 
� TO�NQ�FDMDQ@K�DPTHU@KDMBD�L@OOHMF��&$,���@M�@SSDLOS�@S� 
� SQ@MRK@SHMF�("#���BNCDR�SN�SGD�MDV�BNCDR�3G@S�LDSGNC� 
� RDDLR�RHLOKD�HM�SGDNQX��ATS�HR�BNMUNKTSDC�@MC�B@M�AD� 
� HMDEEDBSHUD�HM�OQ@BSHBD�&$,��NSGDQ�SQ@MRK@SHNM�SNNKR��@MC� 
� BNMUDQRHNM�RNESV@QD�@KK�G@UD�NMD�SGHMF�HM�BNLLNM��SGDX�@HL� 
� SN�QDCHQDBS�XNT�EQNL�SGD�NKC�("#���BNCD�SN�SGD�@OOQNOQH@SD 
� ("#����BNCD��ATS�SGD�HMBQD@RD�NE�BNCDR�@MC�SGDHQ� 
� BNLOKDWHSX�L@X�L@JD�DW@BS�L@SBGDR�CHEjBTKS�HE�MNS�MD@QKX� 
� HLONRRHAKD�f.MKX���ODQBDMS�NE�("#����BNCDR�L@SBG� 
� DW@BSKX�SN�("#���BNCDRt�

 MNSGDQ�RHLHK@QHSX�HR�SG@S�SGDRD�SNNKR�K@BJ�SGD�@AHKHSX�SN�HMSTHSHUDKX�OQNUHCD�SGD�OQNODQ�
BNCD�NM�SGDHQ�NVM�@MC�B@M�QDPTHQD�LTKSHOKD�RSDOR�@MC�FNHMF�A@BJ�@MC�ENQSG�ADSVDDM�
RNKTSHNMR��@CCHMF�LHMTSDR�NE�GTMSHMF�ODQ�O@SHDMS�SN�jMC�SGD�BNQQDBS�BNCD� RJ�XNTQRDKE� 
GNV�L@MX�O@SHDMSR�CN�XNT�RDD�HM�@�C@X�,TKSHOKX�SG@S�AX�SGD�SHLD�KNRS�KNNJHMF�TO�BNCDR�
6G@S�HR�XNTQ�SHLD�VNQSG���

2NLD�DWODQSR�G@UD�@CUHRDC�OQNUHCDQR�SN�OK@M�NM�RDBTQHMF�KN@MR�SN�GDKO�jM@MBD�SGD�
SQ@MRHSHNM�@MC�SN�BNUDQ�LNMDS@QX�KNRRDR�CTD�SN�HM@BBTQ@SD�BNCHMF�/K@MMHMF�HR�UHS@K�ENQ�
@�RLNNSG�BQNRRNUDQ�8NTQ�RS@EE�MDDCR�SN�AD�DCTB@SDC�@MC�OQDO@QDC�@MC�XNTQ�RXRSDLR�
MDDC�SN�AD�("#����QD@CX��ATS�SGD�TKSHL@SD�RNKTSHNM�XNT�BGNNRD�SN�BNCD�XNTQ�RTODQAHKKR�
VHKK�AD�NE�TSLNRS�HLONQS@MBD�l�@MC�HS�RGNTKC�AD�@�ADSSDQ�RNKTSHNM�SG@S�FHUDR�XNT�LNQD�
RDBTQHSX�SG@M�@�RTQOKTR�NE�ANQQNVDC�ETMCR�

3GDQD�@QD�PTHBJKX�ADBNLHMF�@R�L@MX�RNKTSHNMR�NEEDQDC�ENQ�("#����@R�SGDQD�@QD�MDV�
BNCDR�(S�R�G@QC�SN�JDDO�SGDL�RSQ@HFGS� MC�L@MX�UDMCNQR��HMBKTCHMF�DKDBSQNMHB�LDCHB@K�
QDBNQCR��$,1��RXRSDL�UDMCNQR��VHKK�R@X�SGDX�@QD�("#����QD@CX��ATS�SGHR�BNTKC�HLOKX�
SG@S�SGDX�@QD�LDQDKX�TRHMF�L@OOHMF�NQ�SQ@MRK@SHNM�SNNKR�Q@SGDQ�SG@M�G@UHMF�ATHKS�HM��
HMSDKKHFDMS�BNCHMF�

)TRS�G@UHMF��������BNCDR�HM�XNTQ�$,1�RXRSDL�SN�BGNNRD�EQNL�HM�KNMF�KHRSR�HRM�S�@�SHLD�
R@UHMF�NQ�BNRS�DEEDBSHUD�NOSHNM�%NQ�DEjBHDMBX��AHKKHMF�BNCDR�RGNTKC�FDMDQ@SD�DEENQSKDRRKX�
QHFGS�@KNMF�VHSG�XNTQ�DW@L�MNSDR�8NTQ�$,1�RGNTKC�AD�ATHKS�@QNTMC�("#����l�HS�RGNTKC�
AD�HSR�fM@SHUD�SNMFTDt��@MC�MNS�G@UD�("#����BNMUDQRHNM�ANKSDC�NM

3.  American Medical Association. Preparing for the ICD-10 Code Set: October 1, 2014 Compliance Date
 http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/399/crosswalking-between-icd-9-and-icd-10.pdf
4.  EMR & HIPAA. Is Your EHR Ready for ICD-10, Not Just Say They’re Ready? – ICD-10 Tuesdays,  
 http://www.emrandhipaa.com/emr-and-hipaa/2013/12/10/is-your-ehr-ready-for-icd-10-not-just-say-theyre-ready-icd-10-tuesdays/

The problem that most EHR 
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What I found unique about the  

Modernizing Medicine ICD-10  

interface was that the ICD-10 codes 
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opposed to doing a search. In fact, 

it begs the question: are there other 
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choose an ICD-10 code as  
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where the user has to search and 

identify the code?

John Lynn, EMR & HIPAA,  

December 10, 2013
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